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Citizen’s Watch
More for Nukes, Less for Security

Want to know a nation’s real policies? Skip over the government
speeches and carefully groomed headlines. Read its budget.
This is where true priorities are revealed. Federal budgets are a
country’s policy in action, and, as such, are worthy of attention.
In March, the U.S. Dept. of Energy (DOE) National Nuclear
Security Administration sent its Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 budget
request to Congress for nuclear weapons and related activities.
The budget request consistently privileges nuclear bomb
development over nonproliferation and environmental cleanup.
Especially blessed by the budget request
is the Life Extension Program (LEP)
to “modernize” the B61 nuclear bomb
by giving it provocative new military
capabilities. Plundered in order to pay
for the bomb is the program that secures
the world’s most vulnerable nuclear
materials. Also caught in the vise of
budget stagnation are the funds to halt
toxic and radioactive poisons moving
downwind and downstream from
contaminated nuclear weapons facilities.
Here are a few of the key numbers. The budget request for the
DOE National Nuclear Security Administration is $11.7 billion.
Of that, the largest chunk by far, $8.3 billion, is for Nuclear
Weapons Activities, an increase of $534 million, or 7%, above
the FY 2014 level, which was already far too high.
Increases for the B61-12 Nuclear Bomb
Notably, a major increase is requested for Directed Stockpile
Work. The increase is mostly for the Life Extension Program
(LEP) to combine four versions of the B61 into a new B61-12
bomb, a risky enterprise that is neither desirable nor necessary.
Additionally, there is a B61-12 LEP-related increase proposed in
the nuclear weapons Readiness Campaign budget line.
The total estimated cost for the B61-12 has risen from $3.9 billion
in 2010 to at least $10 billion today, not including an additional
$1 billion in Defense Dept. funding for a new tail kit. At this
price each of the new B61-12 nuclear bombs will cost twice its
weight in solid gold, according to the Ploughshares Fund.
Here are the near-term costs. The FY 2015 request for the B61-12
Life Extension Program stands at $643 million, a 20% increase
over 2014. Worse, the budget documents state that this bomb’s
LEP is slated to remain well above the $600 million mark in

2016 and 2017, and then rise to more than $725 million each
year starting in 2018. As the B61-12 LEP costs keep rising, the
WLPHOLQH WR DFWXDOO\ SURGXFH WKH ¿UVW XQLW RI WKH QHZ ERPE LV
falling behind. The FY 2015 request extends the date for the
¿UVWSURGXFWLRQXQLWWRGXHWRWKHFRPSOH[LW\RIWKHGHVLJQ
changes the weaponeers want to make.
Moreover, this is the U.S. nuclear bomb deployed in NATO
countries. Its presence contributes to rising tensions in the region
and, more broadly, to global instability. A growing number of
HOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVLQWKH1$72FRXQWULHV
that house the B61s are objecting to the
B61-12 LEP and also to a future role
for nuclear weapons in NATO. Indeed,
a logical step would be for the U.S. to
retire the B61s rather than spend $11
billion “LEPping” them into a new
bomb design.
Nonproliferation Funding
Takes the Hit
In contrast to the nuclear weapons
activities budget, the DOE National
Nuclear Security Administration’s nonproliferation accounts
take a big hit in the FY 2015 request. Indeed, it is fair to say
that nonproliferation is being raided to pay for the B61-12 and
other ill-advised bomb programs. Here, too, the government’s
priorities are showing.
The budget request for Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation is
down from about $2 billion in FY 2014 to $1.56 billion in the
FY 2015 request. A portion of that decrease is due to a welcome
reduction in the Fissile Materials Disposition budget line that
IXQGV WKH 02; SURJUDP DQG UHÀHFWV LWV SODFHPHQW LQWR ³FROG
standby.” But, that is not the entire story. Funding for the Global
Threat Reduction Initiative, which helps secure vulnerable
nuclear materials around the world, is slashed from $442 million
to $333 million, a 25% reduction. Other nonproliferation budget
lines are likewise reduced in the FY 2015 budget request.
Scott Yundt, Tri-Valley CAREs’ Staff Attorney, called the
precipitous drop in the nonproliferation budget “a dangerous
policy trajectory,” adding that, “the DOE likes to talk about
reducing nuclear dangers. Yet, the agency is cutting the very
funds it needs to properly accomplish that mission. The U.S. and
the world need to better safeguard, package and store nuclear
materials, not create new variants of nuclear bombs.”
Continued on Page 2...
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More Nukes... Cont. from Page 1
Lethargic Cleanup Funding

“DC Days” 2014
Tri-Valley CAREs is preparing its team
for the 26th annual “DC Days.” Our staff
attorney, Scott Yundt, has been busy serving
on the national planning committee for the
event, which will bring together nearly
eighty activists from around the country to
speak truth to power about the impacts of
nuclear weapons on their communities.
The four-day event is organized each year
by the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability
(ANA) and its member groups, including
Tri-Valley CAREs.
After the all-day training, which will inFOXGH D EULH¿QJ RQ QXFOHDU ZHDSRQV E\
our executive director, Marylia Kelley, the
participants will conduct about a hundred
pre-set meetings with members of ConJUHVV FRPPLWWHH VWDII DQG WRS RI¿FLDOV LQ
the Obama Administration.
This year, new board member and Tracy
resident Gail Rieger will be joining TriValley CAREs delegation. “I want to bring
attention to the clean up needs at Site 300
near my home, Rieger said. “ I will also
demand that the plan to truck plutonium to
Livermore Lab be abandoned. Those trucks
will pass through Tracy,” she added.
Together we will conduct the advocacy
necessary to preserve nonproliferation
programs and important clean up activities
at nuclear weapons complex sites. Another
major focus will be to stop dangerous and
provocative nuclear weapons programs.
You can add your voice to amplify our
message! While we are in DC, call your
Representative and Senators on May 19th,
or as soon thereafter as you can. Tell them
that your friends are attending meetings
with members of Congress today.
Be sure to attend our June 19th Tri-Valley
CAREs meeting (see Alerts 4 U on page 3)
for a report back from this event, and look
to your next Citizen’s Watch, or our website
and Facebook page, for timely news of
progress we are making.

The FY 2015 budget request does not express the commitment to cleanup needed by
the people living near nuclear weapons facilities. Sites being cleaned up with DOE
Environmental Management funding will see a slight drop in total funding, from $5.83
billion in 2014 to $5.63 billion in the 2015 request.
The funding for the Superfund cleanup of leaking toxic and radioactive wastes at
Livermore Lab comes mostly from the National Nuclear Security Administration’s
cleanup budget and partly from the Environmental Management budget. While
Livermore’s Environmental Management funds are down slightly from last year, it
DSSHDUV WKDW WKH )<  FOHDQXS PRQLHV ZLOO EH VXI¿FLHQW IRU WKH /DE WR FRYHU LWV
major activities. Still, measures that residents want in order to expedite cleanup will
not be funded in this budget.

Read about
the huge
VICTORIES
in the budget
on page 4 &
in the Insert

The budget request also contains a novel
component not seen in prior years, called the
Opportunity, Growth and Security Initiative
(OGSI). This is a wholly new “wish list” that, if
funded, would bust the budget caps and shower
even more money disproportionately on nuclear
weapons activities. Congress should reject the
2*6, HQWLUHO\ DQG LQVWHDG PRYH D VLJQL¿FDQW
portion of the funds requested for weapons
activities into nonproliferation and environmental
management as the budget process unfolds in the
coming weeks and months.

The Public’s Role & Next Steps
Now that the President’s FY 2015 budget request has gone to Congress, it is the
legislators in the House and Senate who will decide how much, or how little, funding
HDFKRIWKHVHSURJUDPVZLOODFWXDOO\UHFHLYH7KHVHDUH\RXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVDQG\RX
have a window of opportunity now to make sure that your voice is heard. Ask yourself
ZKHWKHUWKHEXGJHWUHÀHFWV\RXUYDOXHVWhat are your true priorities? How would
you allocate funding?
Once you are clear about what you would like to say, it’s easy to call your U.S.
Representative and Senators using the capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121. You
might ask to speak to the defense aide regarding the nuclear weapons budget. Ask
the aide to keep you informed of your legislator’s position on the nuclear weapons
EXGJHW$QGLI\RXDUHFDOOLQJDERXWDVSHFL¿FSURJUDPOLNHWKH%/(3RUWKH
Global Threat Reduction Initiative or DOE’s Environmental Management, ask to be
NHSWLQIRUPHGRIDQ\DFWLRQ\RXUOHJLVODWRUWDNHVRQWKDWVSHFL¿FSURJUDP
Here is what one key Senator said about the nuclear weapons budget request at a recent
Congressional hearing called by the appropriations subcommittee she chairs: “What
I see are additional cuts to well-managed programs that have made this country safer
from nuclear terrorism at the expense of increased funding for poorly managed nuclear
weapons programs.” -- U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)
:H FDQ FRQFUHWHO\ LQÀXHQFH 86 SROLF\ E\ FKDQJLQJ WKH EXGJHW ,Q PLG0D\ \RXU
team from Tri-Valley CAREs will be in Washington, DC conducting a whirlwind of
meetings with the Obama Administration and members of Congress, including Senator
Feinstein. And, we would love it if you could join us by lifting up your voice to speak
to Congress while we are there. Imagine the powerful synergy we can create together!
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April 18, 2014
Dear Tri-Valley CAREs supporter,
It’s not every day that you get to stop a “Frankenbomb.” So, I am thrilled to tell you that
with your support, Tri-Valley CAREs has done it!
As you may recall, Livermore Lab began to create a “Frankenbomb” mash-up of three
different warheads, stitching them into a devastating new weapon that could launch nuclear
terror interchangeably from a land-based missile silo or a submarine. Tri-Valley CAREs led
the opposition, and, with your help, we convinced Congress to withhold all 2014 funding for
this W78/88-1 “interoperable” nuclear warhead.
The victory doesn’t stop here: The White House’s fiscal year 2015 budget defers
this controversial warhead program for at least 5 years. This is exciting news. But, there is a lot
of work still to do!
May I count on your support?Together, we will seize the moment to make certain
that the 5-year delay we won today becomes a complete cancellation tomorrow. Our vision is
of a world with peace and justice and no nuclear weapons. Simply put, we know that we can’t
achieve a more peaceable future if the U.S. continues to design horrific new nuclear weapons.
Further, we understand that an ultimate victory in stopping new nukes can only be
accomplished through a sustained combination of rigorous research, analysis, advocacy and
organizing. Your donation now enables Tri-Valley CAREs to do this crucially important work.
I know you recognize that Tri-Valley CAREs is remarkably effective.
We have been instrumental in preventing other new weapons, like the Robust
Nuclear Earth-Penetrator and the misnamed Reliable Replacement Warhead. We have had
amazing success, too, in holding the government accountable for the health and environmental
damage caused by nuclear weapons. We recently stalled the plan to transport plutonium bomb
cores to Livermore Lab. And, as you are aware, we have been a tenacious, principled force for
change in Livermore for more than 30 years.
Because of this record, one of our supporters has stepped forward to match your
gift to Tri-Valley CAREs over the next 30 days – up to $5,000.
This means that your donation of $50 now will be worth $100. And, your gift of $500 will
become $1,000. I hope you are as happy as I am to see your gift doing double duty for TriValley CAREs. Please give as generously as you can.
7XUQRYHU 

Your donation (now doubled) will enable your Tri-Valley CAREs team to go to
Washington next month to speak truth to power to Congress and the Obama Administration
about nuclear weapons, new bomb plants, radioactive waste, communities made ill by toxic
exposures, and the deeper political change we need in order to meet human needs rather than
the nuclear industry’s desires.
“DC Days” will start May 18 with an all-day training that Scott Yundt and I will help lead.
We will then unite with like-minded activists to conduct 100 meetings (yes, 100!) with
members of Congress and top officials at the Department of Energy, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, White House Budget Office, Environmental Protection Agency and others.
We will press decision-makers to fully cancel the “interoperable” warhead. We will also
focus lawmakers’ attention on the $11 billion program to “life extend” the B61 nuclear
bomb and give it provocative new military capabilities. This is the U.S. nuke deployed in
NATO. Your Tri-Valley CAREs team will advocate for its retirement.
We will make a difference! And, we will keep you informed of your team’s
progress by tweeting (@ScottYundt) and posting on our Facebook page and on our website.
Truly, while we are conducting meetings in DC, we will be representing you and all of our
wonderful members like you. And, upon our return, we will report back to you and the
community in your &LWL]HQ¶V:DWFK newsletter and at our June 19 monthly meeting.
Tri-Valley CAREs is also taking action globally and locally. We will be
speaking on a panel for diplomats and international groups about U.S. nuclear weapons at the
United Nations during the Non-Proliferation Treaty Preparatory Committee Meeting. I will be
representing Tri-Valley CAREs in New York during the session’s opening week and will share
information with numerous countries’ delegations. I will also press the U.S. and other nuclear
weapons states to comply with their obligations under the Treaty’s Article VI to negotiate and
achieve the total elimination of nuclear weapons.
Locally, Tri-Valley CAREs is sponsoring a number of events to create positive change in
our community. At our May 15 monthly meeting, we will hear from a special guest and friend,
Professor Bo Jacobs of Hiroshima University, who will talk about his work on the Global
Hibakusha Project. And, don’t forget to circle August 6 on your calendar and join us for the
annual Hiroshima commemoration and protest at Livermore Lab.
Every dollar you contribute is tax-deductible and makes us stronger!
For peace, justice and a healthy environment,

Marylia Kelley
Executive Director
P.S. Please don’t set this letter aside and risk losing it. Mail your tax-deductible
gift today, or go to www.trivalleycares.org and use our secure credit card donation site
set up through Network for Good. Also, check the reply card for our unique commemorative
cookbook, offered as your premium. THANK YOU.

Tri-Valley CAREs
Our Effective Advocacy is in the News!
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Stop the Lab’s
‘Frankenbomb’ Nuke
Program
Livermore Lab has been pushing Congress
to move forward with the development of
a dangerous new nuclear warhead. Most
of the research and development would
take place in Livermore.
This project, estimated to cost upward
of $14 billion, would mix elements from
several existing nuclear weapons.
Some components would come from
the Navy’s submarine-based W88, some
from the Air Force’s silo-based W78, and
some from other weapon designs.
This mash up of three or more different
warheads would create an untested Frankenbomb with new military capabilities,
thereby violating our nuclear non-proliferation treaty obligations and encouraging other nations to undertake similar
new weapons programs.
Because the Navy and others have
objected to the interoperable warhead’s
costs as well as the radical nature of
the proposed new design, the Obama
administration could, and should, impose
a 5-year delay on the program to study
alternatives.
The Livermore-based Tri-Valley CAREs
has brought important information
to light about this new warhead and
continues to challenge this dangerous
and costly program.
The group serves as an important check
on the Lab’s otherwise unfettered nuclear
ambitions...

4 Ways to Donate
to Tri-Valley CAREs
1. Send in your check today - Why put off until tomorrow the great
activism you can support today?
2. Donate on-line at www.trivalleycares.org - We have a secure
on-line system set up with Network for Good. Visit our website and use
it to make a one-time contribution or to set up a regular giving program.
3.
Make a gift of stock'RQDWLQJVWRFNFDQEULQJ\RXVLJQL¿FDQWWD[
EHQH¿WV:HKDYHDQE-trade account and can process your donation
simply and easily.
4.
Make a bequest - Include Tri-Valley CAREs in your will. The
'HSWRI(QHUJ\LVJRLQJWROHDYHDODVWLQJWR[LFOHJDF\:LOO\RXOHDYHD
positive legacy so that we can continue the struggle?
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Livermore Lab’s Exploding Nuclear Weapons Budget

We still have work to do! One of our aims is to transform Livermore Lab from nuclear weapons to a “green lab”
dedicated to environmentally and socially responsible civilian science initiatives.
We created the pie chart from government data as part of our ongoing analysis of the Obama Administration’s Fiscal
Year 2015 nuclear weapons budget.
The picture is “worth a thousand words.” You can see at a glance that nuclear weapons activities are 89% of
/LYHUPRUH/DE¶VUHTXHVWHGEXGJHW7KH1DWLRQDO,JQLWLRQ)DFLOLW\LVWKHPRVWH[SHQVLYHZHDSRQVDFWLYLW\$QRWKHUPDMRU
SURJUDPLV'LUHFWHG6WRFNSLOH:RUNZKLFKVXSSRUWV³OLIHH[WHQGLQJ´QHZDQGPRGL¿HGQXFOHDUERPEV
Livermore Lab public relations efforts try to disguise the truth about the budget. We are dedicated to revealing it.
Your contribution today supports Tri-Valley CAREs’ truth telling about the current budget as well as vigorous efforts
to radically change it in the future.

Tri-Valley CAREs
2582 Old First St.
Livermore, CA 94550

COUNT ME IN! Here is my tax-deductible donation of
___ $30 ___ $50 ___ $100 ___ $300 ___ $ 1000 ___ Other
Name __________________________ Phone _____________________
Address ________________________

Email ______________________

State ____________ Zip __________

City _______________________

I am contributing $30 or more. Please send me
Tri-Valley CAREs’ 30th Anniversary Cookbook
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Print Bites... Cont. from Page 4
✒ 'LVPDQWOHPHQW 'RZQ We

have been arguing for years that the U.S.
government spends too little money on
irreversibly dismantling nuclear weapons
that have been retired from the arsenal. And,
consequently, as you might imagine, too
few are disassembled each year. In FY 2014,
the U.S. is spending less than $55 million on
this important task. And, next year’s budget
only asks for $30 million. Irreversible
dismantlement is one of the key obligations
of the U.S. under the Non-Proliferation
Treaty. We will be talking about this at the
NPT Preparatory Committee meeting at the
United Nations in New York.

✒ 5DGLDWLRQ /HDN DW :,33

On
February 14th, a serious radiation release
occurred at the DOE’s Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant (WIPP) near Carlsbad, New Mexico.
Radiation contaminated at least 21 workers
and was released into the environment. A
5-person Accident Board recently submitted
a report to DOE Headquarters concluding
³WKDW WKH XQ¿OWHUHG DERYH JURXQG UHOHDVH
… was preventable.” Further, “[t]he Board
LGHQWL¿HGWKHGLUHFWFDXVHRIWKLVDFFLGHQWWR
be the breach of at least one [transuranic]
TRU waste container in the underground
which resulted in airborne radioactivity
escaping to the environment downstream of
WKH>+LJK(I¿FLHQF\3DUWLFXODWH$LU@+(3$
¿OWHUV´1RWDOORIWKHUDGLRDFWLYLW\UHOHDVHG
ZHQWWKURXJKWKH+(3$¿OWHUVEHFDXVHWZR
dampers in the exhaust building were not
suitable and did not fully close, allowing
radioactive particles to be released directly to
WKHHQYLURQPHQW7KHUHSRUWLGHQWL¿HVHLJKW
contributing causes to the radiation release
to the environment, including ineffective
radiation protection, poor nuclear safety,
inadequate maintenance program, declining
safety culture and ineffective oversight at
DOE.

Double<RXU'RQDWLRQ8SWR
Colombe Foundation has challenged us with an exciting opportunity. Over the next 30 days, they will double your
contribution to Tri-Valley CAREs in any amount, up to $5,000. Your donation can be by check, cash or credit card.
You can make credit card donations via our website - www.trivalleycares.org. Your donation in any amount is taxdeductible and will be hugely appreciated. We cannot do the work we do without you! THANK YOU!

1HZV<RX&DQ8VHRQWKH1XFOHDU:HDSRQV%XGJHW

Tri-Valley Communities Against a Radioactive Environment
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Edited by
Marylia Kelley.
Scott Yundt &
Marylia Kelley,
contributors

✒ 3ULQW%LWHV$OOWKH1HZVWKDW)LWVWR3ULQW
¿YH RU PRUH \HDUV :HDSRQHHUV DW /LYHUPRUH
Lab had been creating a “Frankenbomb” mash
up of the W78 land-based warhead, the W88
sub-based warhead and the plutonium core from
a third weapon, the W87. The Fiscal Year (FY)
2015 budget request effectively terminates the
project until “some time beyond FY 2019.” Five
years is the federal budget planning horizon and
programs relegated to its far edges and beyond
generally face cancellation. However, the DOE
National Nuclear Security Administration
to be pulling out all stops to forestall
✒ 6XLQJ IRU 'LVDUPDPHQW The appears
terminating the program. In the agency’s
small nation of the Marshall Islands has
just-released Stockpile Stewardship and
MXVW ¿OHG D ODZVXLW DJDLQVW WKH 86 DQG WKH
Management Plan, NNSA states it will resume
eight other nuclear weapons states at the
the Frankenbomb project in FY 2020. We aim
International Court of Justice. The suit demands
to ensure that never happens. We invite you to
that the nuclear-armed countries live up to their
continue working with us for its cancellation
obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty
and “customary international law” to abolish ✒ 02;RQ,FH We have another budget
their arsenals. The lawsuit also charges the victory to share. The mixed oxide (MOX)
U.S., Russia, UK, France, China, Israel, India, plutonium fuel factory under construction
Pakistan and North Korea with “modernization” at the Savannah River Site in So. Carolina
programs that the suit says will cost $1 trillion is being placed on “cold standby.” This
over the next decade. The Marshall Islands announcement in the budget request follows
DOVR¿OHGDSDUDOOHOVXLWLQIHGHUDOFRXUWLQ6DQ an internal analysis that placed its overall
Francisco against the U.S. Although the U.S. price tag at about $30 billion. Cold standby
has caused devastation testing its weapons in is a concrete step toward cancellation.
the Marshall Islands, the suit seeks disarmament Tri-Valley CAREs has long maintained
and not compensation. A petition and website that weapons-grade plutonium should
have been set up at www.nuclearzero.org/ be carefully guarded and kept out of the
for non-governmental organizations and environment, not put into the economy as
individuals to obtain more information and a fuel for commercial nuclear power plants.
to show support.
7KH VWDWH RI 6RXWK &DUROLQD KDV ¿OHG D
in an attempt to keep construction
✒ )UDQNHQERPE 2XW We applaud lawsuit
going. Stay tuned.
the decision by the White House to defer the
W78/88-1 “interoperable” nuclear warhead for

✒ 3OXWRQLXP 'DQJHU DW 1,)

After 18 years and about $8 billion, the
National Ignition Facility at Livermore
Lab is nowhere near achieving the fusion
“ignition” that is its middle name. A spate
of public relations earlier this year revealed
that NIF had actually missed “breakeven”
by a factor of 100. Breakeven is necessary,
EXWQRWVXI¿FLHQWIRUDQ\FKDQFHRILJQLWLRQ
The FY 2015 budget requests $513 million
IRU ,QHUWLDO &RQ¿QHPHQW )XVLRQ WKH OLRQ¶V
share of which is for NIF. But, here is the
UHDO VKRFNHU $IWHU 1,) RI¿FLDOV DVVXUHG
us that they had no near-term plans to use
plutonium in NIF, the budget request states
that plutonium shots at NIF will start in
the coming year! We think the change is
because the Lab is desperate. Introducing
plutonium will mean putting workers and the
community at risk. We oppose plutonium
in NIF, and invite you to join us.
Continued on Page 3...
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