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Waich...

Nuclear Weapons and the "Super Committee"

Nuclear weapons are a liability, making us and the world less
safe. Their continued development poisons workers and com-
munities. The International Court of Justice has ruled their use
illegal. And, yet, the U.S. will spend more than $61 billion on
its nuclear weapons this year, according to Global Zero.

The Ploughshares Fund estimates that spending
on U.S. nuclear weapons will top $700 billion over
the coming decade when projected increases in the
Dept. of Energy (DOE) warheads/weapons com-
plex and the Dept. of Defense (DoD) delivery
vehicles/platforms are factored into the equation.

Achievable Cuts Galore

Tri-Valley CAREs and allies in the Alliance for
Nuclear Accountability have taken a particularly :
close look at the DOE portion of the budget. We found more
than a billion dollars in immediate cuts to dangerous new
nuclear weapon projects in the DOE National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration (NNSA) budget request and more than
$100 billion that should be cut from DOE nuclear weapons
programs and nuclear power subsidies over the coming ten
years.

Within that $100 billion, we recommend cutting weapon Life
Extension Programs like the one that will create a new B61-12
“Frankenbomb,” the proposed plutonium factory at Los Ala-
mos Lab, a MOX (mixed oxide) fuel plant at the Savannah
River Site, and much more. (For details, see two reports on our
web site: “The NNSA Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Request for Nuclear
Weapons Activities” and “Nuclear Reality Check$.”)

Now entering the budget scene is the U.S. Congress Joint
Select Committee on Deficit Reduction, better known as the
“Super Committee.” This group of 12 (6 Senators, 6 Reps; one-
half Ds, one-half Rs) is charged with finding $1.5 trillion in
budget cuts to be taken over the next ten years.

One might reasonably think the Super Committee would be
excited to discover that it can cut $100 billion from the DOE
budget, while simultaneously making the country and its
people safer. Yet, so far, the committee is showing no inclina-
tion to look into the DOE nuclear funding trough, despite its
obvious nuclear pork.

Further, the DoD portion of the nuclear weapons budget can
yield up billions more in savings. Merely dialing back U.S.
plans for a new ballistic missile submarine fleet from twelve

subs to eight would save $27 billion over ten years. Canceling
the program would save its lifetime cost of $347 billion.
Similarly, delaying the new Long Range Penetrating Bomber
would save about $4 billion over the coming 10 years, while
canceling it would save $50 billion over 30 years.

Instead, we hear daily about how our libraries,
schools, public transit, social security, Medic-
aid, Medicare — and more - should all be on the
chopping block. This aims the cuts at the poor,
the young, the sick and the elderly. We the
people know better than to do that, and recent
surveys confirm that these, in fact, are not the
public’s choices for budget cuts. Surely, some in
Congress see that, too?

A Clarion Call

Recently, Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA) drafted a letter to the Super
Committee and circulated it among his colleagues for signa-
tures. Markey’s proposal would, in his words, “save hun-
dreds of billions of dollars by restructuring the U.S. nuclear
weapons program for the 21st Century.”

Markey further stated, “We can no longer afford to rob the
future to pay for unneeded weapons of the past. Now is the
time to reset our priorities...” The letter is titled, “Freeze the
Nukes, Fund the Future,” and it calls on the Super Committee
to cut $200 billion out of nuclear weapons and related pro-
grams over ten years. Sixty-four Representatives signed it,
including ten from the greater Bay Area: Rep. Miller, Stark,
Lee,Honda, Woolsey, Filner, Eschoo, Speier, Farr, and Matsui.

ACTION REQUEST: If you have one of the ten as your

Rep., please take a minute to call and say, “thank you.” If your
Rep. is not on the list, please let him or her know you are
disappointed. Both kinds of calls are important in ensuring
that your member of Congress knows you are advocating for
funding cuts to the nuclear weapons budget. The capitol
switchboard is (202) 224-3121. (And, if you don’t live in the Bay
Area, check our website for the full list of co-signers.)

FOLLOW UP: Did you know that you can contact the Super
Committee and tell them what to cut? Recently, the committee
co-chairs set up an electronic suggestion box for the public.
Let’s fill it! Use the info in this article to tell the committee to
cut the nuclear weapons budget. Log in at: <http://
deficitreduction.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact>
Please send your email ASAP. We thank you!
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