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Dear Prime Minister Abe:
I offer you greetings on the 4th Anniversary of the March 11 earthquake, tsunami, and meltdowns
at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. I send my heartfelt greetings, also, to the
individuals and families of the region directly affected by the awful, triple tragedy of that day –
and the ongoing calamity of the radiation that is still leaking into the environment.
By way of introduction, I am Marylia Kelley, the executive director of a U.S. non-profit
organization, Tri-Valley CAREs. We are located in Livermore, California and we monitor
activities at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, one of two locations that have
designed every nuclear weapon in the American arsenal. Our group was founded 32 years ago
and consists of 5,600 members. Among our activities, we represent workers made ill by on the
job exposures and we understand all too well the impacts of radiation and toxic chemicals.
Despite opposition by many people in Japan, your administration has stated its intention to
restart nuclear reactors all over the country, many of which are aging and were built over
earthquake faults, as was the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. We urge you to reconsider.
We ask you to consider the information in the February 26, 2015 article from the Japan Times,
which I have included at the end of this letter. In sum, TEPCO says it is sorry it did not disclose
this latest radiation leak at Fukushima earlier. But, as concerning as that fact is, that is not the
only issue here. Notable also is the information that this latest leak may delay the
decommissioning of the plant.
Mr. Prime Minister, if you think nuclear power is safe, please consider that the 4th Anniversary
of the tragedy is already upon us - and TEPCO is still in the process of decommissioning this
damaged nuclear power plant. Many of the difficulties of actual cleanup have not even begun to
be addressed. There are questions as to whether it can ever be completely cleaned up – and at
what cost.
The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant is at once a tragedy of the past, a problem of the
present, and a warning for the future.
Mr. Prime Minister, you cannot change the past, but you can give your full attention to achieving
the safest possible decommissioning at Fukushima, ease the financial burdens of its victims and
heed its message for the future of the Japanese people: Nuclear power is too great a risk for

people and the environment to bear. It must be phased out in favor of renewable energy and
conservation methods.
Sincerely,
Marylia Kelley, Executive Director, Tri-Valley CAREs, www.trivalleycares.org
News article follows.
Tepco sorry for failing to disclose latest radioactive water leak
by Kazuaki Nagata, Staff Writer, The Japan Times, Feb 26, 2015
Tokyo Electric Power Co. admitted Thursday that its latest problem with radioactive water
has shattered the trust it was building in Fukushima, especially among fishermen, and that
the decommissioning of the Fukushima No. 1 plant might be delayed.
“To make progress with the decommissioning effort and solve the tainted-water issue, the
trust of the people in Fukushima is the most important thing. We’ve been working with that
in mind, but unfortunately, we have damaged that trust this time,” said Naohiro Masuda,
president of Fukushima Daiichi Decontamination & Decommissioning Engineering Co., the
internal unit in charge of scrapping the meltdown-hit plant.
“Due to the damaged trust, all of the schedules for the decommissioning tasks could be
delayed, but we’d like to rebuild trust as soon as possible,” so Tepco can improve the
plant’s condition faster, said Masuda, who peppered the news conference with repeated
apologies.
One task expected to be affected by the surge in radiation detected in the water draining
into the sea, is the pumping up of slightly tainted groundwater from wells around the
reactor buildings. Because about 300 tons of clean groundwater seep into the reactor
buildings each day before mingling with the tainted cooling water, Tepco is hoping to use
the pumping maneuver to reduce the amount of groundwater and treat it so it can be
dumped into the sea. The utility, however, needs the fishermen’s approval to dump it — a
task the latest problem seems to have endangered.
This is not to be confused with the so-called groundwater bypass, which involves
intercepting clean groundwater before it arrives at the plant and pumping it into the ocean.
This operation is already underway.
Tepco also plans to drop more sandbags of zeolite, an adsorbent, in the drainage system to
reduce the level of contamination by the end of March.
The utility said the source of the contamination is the roof of the No. 2 reactor building,
which was damaged by an explosion during the crisis and remains heavily contaminated.
Since runoff from the roof flows into the drainage system, radiation levels soar when it
rains, data shows.
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The roof has pools of water containing 29,400 becquerels of cesium per liter and 52,000
becquerels of other beta ray-emitting substances, such as toxic strontium-90, which causes
bone cancer.
Tepco also has detected some 1,050 becquerels of cesium and 1,500 becquerels of beta rayemitting materials per liter of water in an outlet leading to the sea.
Masuda said Tepco had no intention of hiding the information and did not think it was as
urgent as reporting on its other decommissioning tasks, such as managing the hundreds of
water storage tanks and removing tainted water from the underground trenches connected
to the reactor buildings.
He vowed that Tepco will make efforts to keenly discern what information Fukushima
people are interested in and swiftly make it available.
On Tuesday, the beleaguered utility said it knew that the abnormally toxic rainwater was
leaking from the drainage ditch into the seas since last spring. It said the lack of visible
impact in seawater samples taken about 1 km from the drainage outlet gave it reason to
believe it was not necessary to disclose the information.
###
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