PLEASE SIGN, ADD ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENT YOU WISH, AND MAIL THIS LETTER BEFORE AUGUST 18, 2008. THANK YOU FOR PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT.

Mr. Alfred Wong

CA Dept. of Toxic Substances Control

Project Manager

700 Heinz Avenue

Berkeley, CA 94710

awong@dtsc.ca.gov
Re: Comments on the Livermore Lab Site 300 Draft Permit Renewal and Draft Negative Declaration

Dear Mr. Wong:

I am writing to submit the following comments on the draft Hazardous Waste Facility Permit Renewal and draft Negative Declaration for the three hazardous and explosives waste facilities at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s Site 300, which is located in the eastern Altamont Hills near Tracy.

First, because the permit will allow an increase in the liquid storage capacity at the Building 883 Container Storage Area from 3,300 to 5,500 gallons—a 67% increase—it’s really a permit modification, rather than a permit renewal.

Second, treatment of explosives waste via open burn/open detonation converts the waste to gases and ash and so is likely to create an impact on air quality, which needs to be further studied. The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) needs to provide a complete list of the composition of the explosive wastes to be treated at the Explosive Waste Treatment Facility (EWTF).

Third, continued operation of the EWTF is likely to create potentially significant impacts to biological resources, including federally-listed endangered species such as the San Joaquin Kit fox, Large-Flowered Fiddleneck, and California tiger salamander. A recent risk assessment indicates that continued operation of the EWTF may contribute to future ecological impacts at Site 300. Until these impacts have been studied through soil analysis, there is insufficient data to support the issuance of the draft Negative Declaration.

Fourth, an earthquake or strong seismic shaking is likely to damage or destroy the facilities, and these potential impacts need to be analyzed. A recent study indicates a 63% chance for a magnitude 6.7 or greater seismic event in the Bay Area in the next 30 years.  DTSC cannot afford to overlook the consequences of such an event.

Fifth, continued operation of the facilities may substantially degrade water quality. A mishap at the facilities—whether the result of accident, oversight, mechanical failure, or failure to comply with applicable regulations—may result in impacts to both ground and surface waters. Given Livermore Lab’s long and detailed history of such mishaps, an incident of this nature is to be expected.

Sixth, explosives waste treatment via controlled burn/open detonation is likely to create noise impacts. Further field testing and analysis is necessary to determine the significance of these potential impacts.

Finally, because this project could have a significant effect on the environment, the issuance of a Negative Declaration is not warranted. On the contrary, the potential significant environmental impacts associated with the continued operation of the facilities necessitate the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report.

Sincerely,

Name:











Address:

City/State/Zip Code:
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Additional comment (optional):
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